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President’s
Message

Welcome!  This Mighty
Wurlitzer Notes Annual issue
for 2008 brings a variety of
interesting events, activities
and discussion topics regard-
ing our Project for the year!
Of particular interest to our
loyal readers will be the fea-
ture article announcing the
return of the Drop-A-Note
donor pipe container to the
Kentucky Theatre; other arti-
cles include credit card dona-
tions through www.kywurl-
itzer.com link; pending 2008
receipt of bi-annual grant fund-
ing from the Rochester Area
Community Foundation –
Lloyd E. Klos Historical Fund;
announcement of new board
members; several recent
events, and upcoming events at
the historic Kentucky Theatre. 

As many of you already
know, today’s most important
news is the government’s
recent announcement and con-
firmation of our national reces-
sion and that it has been
around for over a year!  Many
not-for-profit organizations,
including KMW-TOP, Inc, are
painfully aware of decreasing
donations and reduced num-
bers of donors who can afford
to contribute to their favorite
organizations.  These times are
difficult for many Americans
who are re-evaluating their
charitable donations due to
personal concerns for job
security, failing financial
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Drop-A-Note Returns To
The Kentucky Theatre

Saturday morning, December 13, 2008, marked the return
of KMW-TOP, IncÕs Drop-A-Note donor pipe to the Concessions
Lobby of the historic Kentucky Theatre.  This fundraising cam-
paign began life on October 9, 2001 as a means for Kentucky
Theatre movie and concertgoers to have a general donations oppor-
tunity, whereby they could drop a Federal Reserve Note of $1, $5
or more to help with fundraising for this project.  To date, Drop-A-
Note has generated over $1,250.00 for the Project!  

Sounds like a great donation opportunity doesnÕt it?
Unfortunately, there has been an ongoing Òdark shadowÓ lurking in
the Kentucky Theatre since the Drop-A-Note campaign premiered.
On several occasions, thieves have tampered with the center Drop-
A-Note pipe front, removing the screws and prying the cover open
to access some of the cash funds visible in the pipe; and sometimes
even replacing some of the
screws with obviously different
screws than originally installed.  

David Bottom and Steve
Brown decided to fix the prob-
lem!  Funds stolen from the
pipes are conservatively esti-
mated at over $450.00 for the
total campaign period.
Saturday morning, May 30,
2008 David and Steve brought
materials to the Kentucky
Theatre to fix the ÒthievingÓ
problem and to better protect
the funds donated by the public.
Original wood screws were
replaced with new high-securi-
ty, tamper-proof screws and
Òobviously fake moneyÓ was
applied to interior face of the
plexiglas pipe cover to conceal
the pipeÕs donated real money
contents.  All funds were
removed during the process and
the Drop-A-Note donor pipe
was placed in its usual location
in the Concessions Lobby
Kentucky Theatre.

(Continued on page 3)

Drop-A-Note; this photo shows
restored pipes placed in Kentucky
Theatre Concessions Lobby.

THE OFFICIAL
THEATRE PIPE
ORGAN OF THE

COMMONWEALTH
OF KENTUCKY

(Continued on page 2)



Drop-A-Note; this image shows extent of mortal
damage done by “Idiot” thief.
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Coming This Spring!
Father Jim Miller at the Kentucky Theatre’s Mighty Wurlitzer

Thank You! 
Recent Donors:

Gwen M. Burgess, H. Steven Brown,
Walter Childress, Norman Chrisman,
Thomas L. Conner, Jr., Thomas A. Duke,
Loren Drzal, Patricia & Oscar Ellis,
Arline Florence, Al & Mindy Gajda,
Markita M. Goodman, Harcourt, Inc,
David & Anne Helmers, Beryl Male,
Marjorie R. Mathews, Jimmy E. Mawyer,
H. Foster Pettit, Jane Stanger, Sarah A.
Stevens, C. Stuart Talbert, Katherine
Voiers, Jean L. Waseck, Judy Worth; and a
very special thank you to Brookhill
Communications (Chuck and Stephanie
Dowdy) and Versailles Printers & Supply
(Steve & Terry Wallin).

Credit Card Donations!
Be An Organ Donor

www.kywurlitzer.com

Drop-A-Note Returns To The Kentucky Theatre (Continued from page 1)

During the early morning hours of
Tuesday, June 3rd, a security camera
located at the Water Street side of the
Lexington Fayette County Government
Center, captured a suspicious hooded
character exiting the rear of the Kentucky
Theatre.  Fred Mills, General Manager of
the Kentucky Theatre, arrived later that
morning to find his office had been ran-
sacked and the Drop-A-Note donor pipe
was found lying on its back in the
Kentucky auditorium.  The donor pipe had
been “viciously beaten to death and most
of the fake money” had been torn free
from the interior of the plexiglass and
strewn on the floor beside the death scene!
Unfortunately, the thief “awed” by the
half-filled appearance of the donor pipe
did not look closely at the obviously
“fake” Federal Reserve notes! 

Lexington police and detectives were
summoned to the theatre around 11:00 AM
to investigate the crime scene.  Detectives
determined that the Kentucky Theatre’s
security system had not been armed, no
alarm sounded during the thief’s activities
and no evidence of a break-in was found at
the Theatre’s doors.  Fred Mill’s indicated
to police that the theatre’s large safe was
locked and no money was taken.
Subsequently, the theatre security system
is now armed nightly to prevent the reoc-
currence of criminal thieving activities. 

Several theatre employees indicated
to Steve Brown that the “homeless” thief
was likely the same person who had

camped a night or two, stowed away in the
public restrooms, during the previous
week.  The clothing worn by the thief dur-
ing those encounters was very similar to
the suspicious hooded thief captured on
the security camera.  No way to clearly
identify this character, and nothing was
done as a follow-up by Lexington detec-
tives to investigate the crime scene,
according to William H. Nolan.  This
event was logged and assigned Case
Number 08-98513.  For the record, the
estimated the value of the donor pipe was
$500.00, which was created from three
tibia clausa pipes culled from a parted
Kimball theatre organ; combined with
additional materials and was a labor of
love for the Project, according to David
Bottom.  

Damage to the Drop-A-Note donor
pipe was so extensive that David Bottom
had to reconstruct the front of the
destroyed wooden case of several of the
pipes used in the assembly.  The Drop-A-
Note pipe has been restored, refinished
and a new vandal resistant thickness of
polycarbonate and all secured with van-
dal-resistant screws to protect the donor
funds.  Funds will now be removed from
the Drop-A-Note on a regular basis by
KMW-TOP staff.   A very special thanks to
David Bottom, KMW-TOP, Inc’s Vice-
President for his craftsmanship, dedication
and efforts expended to ensure Drop-A-
Note returns to the historic Kentucky
Theatre!

Steve Brown discussed the event with
Michele Ku, a Lexington Herald-Leader
reporter who wrote a feature article  refer-
encing Brown’s comment concerning the
event as an “obviously clueless idiot who
got his deserved reward.”  

Now that Drop-A-Note has returned
to the Kentucky Theatre, please show your
support; Drop-A-Note or better yet, drop
several notes!  Your donation is greatly
appreciated!
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Finally! After years of KMW-TOP, Inc
Board discussions, we have decided to
offer  a very special compact disc featuring
Father Jim Miller at the 3/14 Wurlitzer
organ.  Songs featured include; The Best
Things in Life are Free/Strike Up the Band,
Green Dolphin Street, Ain’t Misbehavin, I
can’t Get Started, Palisades March,
September in the Rain, Jeanine in Lilac
Time/Roses of Picardy, Orchids in the
Moonlight, Samba Brazil,  I can’t Give
You Anything But Love and others.
William H. Johnson recorded this mar-
velous program on September 9, 1982 in
the mansion of the late Oscar O. Wilson.
This is the only extant recording of the
Kentucky Theatre’s Mighty Wurlitzer!

Watch for special announcements of
our fundraiser CD  in the ATOS Theatre
Organ journal and our website at
www.kywurlitzer.com!



security, failing financial institutions
across this great nation; and the realization
of losses regarding everyone’s shrinking
401(k) funds.  

For our local theatre organ project,
willing grant sources are very rare; and
nationally few grant foundations are even
interested in funding a theatre pipe organ
restoration project!  To make this matter
even worse, economic forecasters are pre-
dicting the recession will last at least to
mid-year 2009 or longer before the econo-
my begins to rebound!  However, with
your continued financial support and
KMW-TOP, Inc’s dedication and commit-
ment to keep moving forward with our
goal to complete this wonderful project in
2011, we can and will succeed!  No matter
how small the donation amount, we are
very grateful to each and every donor for
your continued financial assistance in
these troubled times!

KMW-TOP, Inc has joined
www.Grants.gov to assist with finding
grant and funding sources from the feder-
al government and other national grant
resources.  Save America’s Treasures,
which this Project is an “Official Project”
will be announcing grants for 2009 in
January.  Hopefully, KMW-TOP will meet
the funding guidelines for this funding
cycle.  

On a positive note, KMW-TOP, Inc
has submitted our bi-annual request for the
Lloyd E. Klos Historical Fund for its proj-
ect-dedicated funds in the amount of
$5,000.00 from the Rochester Area
Community Foundation.  Again, KMW-
TOP is extremely grateful to this bi-annu-
al grant funding resource for our Project
here in Kentucky!  When received, grant
funds will be expended to assist our bud-
geted FY2009 funds earmarked for the
rebuilding and restoration of the Wurlitzer
windchests.  This scope of work continues
our fundraising commitment to Phase A:
3/18 Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ &
Equipment, which is expected to start
January 15, 2009.   

KMW-TOP, Inc continues prepara-
tion for delivery of the existing historic
Wurlitzer windchests for mid-January
2009 delivery to Carlton Smith Pipe
Organ Restorations for rebuilding,
releathering and refinishing.  This scope of
work includes a comprehensive replace-
ment of all the original pneumatic leather,
replacement of all primary and secondary

pneumatics that were “perflexed” in 1978;
new windchest gaskets, wood joints re-
glued, and all magnets receiving new
armatures.   This scope of work will be a
time consuming and costly process! 

Carlton Smith presently has the 3-
manual Wurlitzer console and will begin
this scope or work for the repair of exist-
ing wood frame and shell construction,
rebuilding and refinishing of the console
shell, and installation of new all-electric
stop tab assemblies, which is scheduled
for spring 2009.  KMW-TOP, Inc is
extremely excited beginning these initial
projects!

During the Wednesday 2008 Summer
Classic Film Series at the Kentucky
Theatre, which ran for 13-weeks (May
thru August) in the Kentucky Theatre,
KMW-TOP, Inc provided pre-show mati-
nee and evening feature picture mini-con-
certs on the 2-manual Conn theatre organ.
These mini-concerts were extremely pop-
ular with theatre patrons who applauded
enthusiastically at the end of each concert.
Dr. John W. Landon provided the matinee
mini-concerts during the entire film series;
with Brian Hunt, guest organist from
Christ the King Cathedral, Lexington, per-
forming at many of the evening mini-con-
certs.  Unfortunately, Tim Jones and Dean
McCleese, KMW-TOP, Inc board organ-
ists were unable to perform during this
series due to their respective schedule and
work conflicts; maybe they will be back at
the console for the 2009 Classic Film
Series?  I extend my sincerest appreciation
and thanks to Dr. Landon and Brian Hunt
for their dedication and performances dur-
ing the 2008 Summer Classic Film Series!
These organ mini-concerts, albeit elec-
tronic, provide a sneak preview to the
wondrous, marvelous and glorious sounds
that will emanate from the 3/18 Mighty
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ when it
returns to its original home in the
Kentucky Theatre! 

As a community outreach for organ-
ists, KMW-TOP has sent inquiries to the
many of the Central Kentucky American
Guild of Organists for their interest in
playing the Conn theatre organ at the
Kentucky Theatre.  I hope many of these
“Guild” organists will be interested in
playing publicly on a theatre organ of rad-
ically differing tonal colors!  Generally, on
Friday evening before the 7:30 PM feature
picture, you find Dr. John W. Landon per-

forming a mini-concert at the Kentucky
Theatre.  So plan on coming early to the
Kentucky Theatre in time for his pre-show
concerts!   

David L. Buchta, MHP joined KMW-
TOP, Inc’s Board of Directors at the June
Annual Meeting, which was held at the
home of Dr. John W. Landon.  David is the
Director of the Division Historic
Properties for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, Frankfort, KY.  I am extremely
pleased that David has decided to get
involved with this Project.  Also, I would
like to express a special thanks and appre-
ciation to Celia Moore who has recently
retired from the Board of Directors, for her
service and project interest.

A truly unique and special experience
is coming to the theatre organ world in
March 2009 with KMW-TOP, Inc’s
release of a compact disc containing fea-
tured selections from a concert of Father
James Miller performing on the Kentucky
Theatre’s 3/14 Wurlitzer theatre pipe
organ!  This concert, the only extant
recording of this organ, was recorded
September 9, 1982 by William H. Johnson
in the Edgewood Farm’s mansion of Oscar
O. Wilson, where the organ resided from
1978 until 1989.  Recording and Miller’s
estate release arrangements have been
made with William H. Johnson and Father
Andrew Rogers.  The recording is Jim
Miller at his best; reflects his personal
humor and his reverence for the greatest
creation of mankind, which is MUSIC, the
universal language! I certainly look for-
ward to this special release!  Watch our
website www.kywurlitzer.com for updates
and announcements; and the American
Theatre Organ Society’s Theatre Organ
Journal for special announcement.   All
proceeds from this recording release will
be used to assist with fundraising needs to
benefit the Project!

Thanks again for taking time to read
this issue of Mighty Wurlitzer Notes,
please consider making a tax deductible
donation to this project, which will return
an original Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ to
its original home, the historic Kentucky
Theatre in downtown Lexington, KY!
Visit our website for additional informa-
tion.  This instrument is the sole-surviving
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.  Thanks
again for your continued interest and sup-
port for this worthwhile project!
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President’s Message (Continued from page 1)
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Mark Your Calendar!

AMERICAN THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY (ATOS)
2009 NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, OH
July 1-5, 2009
www.atos.org

CENTRAL INDIANA CHAPTER - ATOS
Visit www.cicatos.org for additional information:

2009 POPS ON PIPES with Ken Double
Warren Central Performing Arts Center 
9500 E. 16th Street
Indianapolis, IN 
3/18 Grande Barton theatre pipe organ
June 14th at 2:30 PM local time

2009 POPS ON PIPES with Martin Ellis
Emmerich Manual High School
2405 Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 
3/26 Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ
September 13th at 2:30 PM local time

2009 POPS ON PIPES with Jim Riggs
Emmerich Manual High School
2405 Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 
3/26 Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ
November 8th at 2:30 PM local time

KENTUCKY’S MIGHTY WURLITZER 
PROGRAM EVENTS

Kentucky Theatre
214 East Main Street

Lexington, KY
2M Conn theatre organ

Mini-Concerts each Friday evening 
30-minutes prior feature picture

Dr. John W. Landon at the organ
www.kentuckytheatre.com for 

movie schedule and start times

2009 SUMMER CLASSIC FILM SERIES
Come early to hear featured organists

Matinee Pictures with Dr. John W. Landon
Evening Feature Pictures with Brian Hunt; 

Tim Jones or Dean McCleese
Visit www.kentuckytheatre.com for 

movie schedule and start times

KENTUCKY THEATRE’S 
87th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Concert and Silent Film with organ accompaniment
Visit www.kywurlitzer.com for announcements!
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Regional events featuring the theatre pipe organ:

A

NNIVERSARY

C

ELEBRATIO

N

K ENTUCKY THEATRE87


